 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1   Walking by Faith
What is faith, and how does it work?

Studies in Hebrews Eleven

Study #9   Faith leaves its posterity a blessing from God.
Are you passing on your faith?

  Hebrews 11:20–22 (NIV84)  By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future.  By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph’s sons, and worshiped as he leaned on the top of his staff.  By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and gave instructions about his bones.   See Genesis 27:26-40; 48:8-22; 50:22-26.
Faith blesses (prays God’s blessings upon) coming generation(s). . .
       God’s command to “be fruitful and multiply” is not merely permission to have chil-dren, but also an implicit mandate to provide for them and communicate God’s Word to them.  God does not repeat everything for subsequent generations, but expected Adam and Eve to tell their children.  Such teaching never can be restricted to a “verbal handoff,” but consists in discipling our children in our faith.  Deuteronomy 6:1-25; Ephesians 6:1-4.

     
Because believers understand that God’s plans are “trans-generational,” outliving any one person or time. . .
    Psalm 78:1-8 is clear that the blessings of God are to be passed to the next generation.  No one generation inherit the promises, but hope for their fulfillment is to be passed on.  The patriarchs knew this, and are faithful to bless the next generations.  “Blessing” is not wishful thinking, but the solemn commitment of future generations to God in faith. 
         
      
  And because they (believers) are identified with all of God’s redemptive plan, past, present, and future.
    Psalm 78 also teaches that the blessings of God are not merely a family blessing, as in father to son or mother to daughter.  Rather, they are corporate blessings for the community of faith.  The patriarchs don’t say, “bless our children,” but “bless our children AS members of the family of families of redemption” (for us, the Church, and churches).

What is faith?  Faith is the forward-looking realization that God’s blessings outlive us, and “spill over” into future generations.

How does faith work?  Faith works by communicating, by prayer, word, and deed, our spiritual approval to the next generation.
What mountains are you climbing today?

Or, How can I put my faith to work?
What does it mean to “bless” the coming generation?

     It is true that when Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob blessed their descendants, they did so as prophets, and what they said was recorded in the inspired text of Scripture.  In that, we are unlike them. 

     But there is much in their example for us to imitate and link to New Covenant blessings.  It is not merely about giving your own children your approval and appreciation; in fact, you don’t even have to have children to bless the next generation. But it does involve your touch, your words, your evaluation (of them and their gifts), and your vision of their place in God’s plan.  It is not an afterthought, and should be a vital part of everyday life.

✔ To bless the next generation means being their mentor and their intercessor before God.  Hebrews 7:6, 7.  It is not that you are superior to them, but that God has given you the role of authority figure in their lives.  Use it for good.  

✔ To bless the next generation means to disciple and warn them of sin’s effects.  Acts 3:26.  

✔ To bless the next generation means to desire only good for them.  Luke 6:27, 28.

✔ To bless the next generation means to desire their good unilaterally, that is, even if, at times, they turn from you and your teaching.  Romans 12:14. 

✔ To bless the next generation means to pray over them as a priest would pray over the nation Israel.  Numbers 6:22-27.  Our blessings are not our good wishes, but should represent our hopes of seeing them prosper in the community of faith, the Church, and use their gifts within it.  Even when the patriarchs blessed their children, the issue was not inheritance, but spiritual birthright.

✔ To bless the next generation is an act of faith, meaning that you (1) understand your own mortality, (2) believe in the all-encompassing plan of God (bringing glory to Himself by showing grace to sinners), and (3) see that God’s purposes extend past your own lifetime, but that you are in His plan.  Psalm 78.

    Knowing Jesus Christ and His work for us, we have all the more reason to bless the next generation, perhaps with more understanding than Abraham’s.
Faith is seeing ourselves in God’s plan as those who have received God’s blessings and pass them to those who come after us, for His glory and their good.


