 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1   Walking by Faith
What is faith, and how does it work?

Studies in Hebrews Eleven

Study #15  Faith keeps hoping in God even after we fail.
Have hope for the New Year?

Hebrews 11:32–34 (ESV)  And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets — who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight.  See Judges, 1, 2 Samuel.

Faith is enabled by God to do great exploits for His name. . .
     The author summarizes the chapter, which is gives clear historical examples of faith. What “faith” does, God is really doing, so faith is not some magic which makes us strong; it is the realization of God’s strength making much of our weakness.  Faith is not mastering the possible by willpower, but tackling the impossible by “weakpower”. When we are walking by faith, we are not dependent upon our own abilities, strategies, and strength.

          Even when the person of faith is inconsistent in his faith. . .
    One of the best kept secrets about faith is that one need not be perfect to exercise it.  The Bible is very honest in representing its “heroes,” who have faith, but often exercise it inconsistently.  We dare not imagine these people as somehow above us or different from us.  Rather, they are very much like us, subject to fear, doubt, depression, and worry, but who overcame these things at points in time by faith.  Some lapse back into old patterns of sin or doubt, but the overall pattern of their lives shows that they believe God.  “They... were made strong out of weakness.”  See  2 Corinthians 12:9.

        And at times even fails in one or more aspects of life.
     Even great heroes of the faith displayed that they were sinners.  This is not to excuse sin in the presumptuous, but rather to encourage persistence in the struggling.  The Bible  does not teach that we will be perfect in this life, but that we must, through the Spirit, wage a constant war against our flesh (old nature).  This, too, is by faith.  Rom. 8:12-14.

What is faith?  Faith is continuing to trust God for victory in our circum-stances, in spite of our inconsistencies, temptations, and sins.

How does faith work?  Faith works by accepting God’s grace to over-come the discouragement of failure and moving on in His will.

What mountains are you climbing today?

Or, How can I put my faith to work?
     How do the examples of these less than perfect heroes help us?

1. These lives of less than perfect believers should not make us take sin lightly or think that holiness is not important.
 
      Just because God is gracious and forgives does not mean He doesn’t care about sin.  The lives of these less than perfect people may tempt us to think that sin is no big deal: “If God forgives sin so freely, then what’s the problem?”  But while the Bible is realistic about its “heroes,” it also is realistic about sin.  Sin is why mankind fell.  Sin is what causes our heartache and pain.  Sin is why Jesus died.  So while grace is free to us, it costs.  It cost Jesus His life, and it costs us and those whom we have sinned with and against untold guilt and sorrow.  We must never be callous towards sin, either in our life or others’.  All sin has consequences, even forgiven sin.  1 Thessalonians 4:1-8; Galatians 6:7-9.

2. These lives of less than perfect believers should keep us from pridefully judging others.
 
If you had lived during Gideon’s time, what you have made of his doubt-ing?  What would you have said about Barak’s fear, or Samson’s weakness for women?  Would you have gossiped about David’s adultery or Jephthah’s foolish vow?  We do things like this when we consider ourselves superior to others.  We must never be so arrogant as to think that we are above sin, and that WE could never do this or that sin.  Sin is sin.  James 2:10, 11. Gal. 6:1;        1 Corinthians 10:11. 

3. These lives of less than perfect believers should give us hope.

     While many Old Testament examples are written to warn us (1 Cor. 10:6, 11), others give us hope (Rom. 15:4).  When we have failed or just ignored God for a time, we may think He is finished with us.  We lapse into self-pity and despair, believing we are beyond hope.  Then we read of Samson’s battle with lust, Gideon’s doubt, Barak’s fear, or Jephthah’s rash promises.  We see that even these major problems do not mean that all is lost, or that what we do in faith doesn’t count.  God rewards us for what we have, and not for what we don’t have.  He is patient, remembering our weaknesses.  The New Testament “forgets” Abraham’s unbelief, Sarah’s alternative plan, even Lot’s immorality.  Have you given up hope on yourself, or others?  Psalm 103:6-14; 1 Thess. 5:14.

Faith is our confidence that, thanks to God’s grace and forgiveness, we can  continue living for Him, in spite of our inconsistencies and battles with sin.


