 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 Walking by Faith
What is faith, and how does it work?

Studies in Hebrews Eleven

Study #1 Faith realizes (incarnates) the Word of God.


      How does faith connect us to God?

     Hebrews 11:1-3 (ESV) Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2 For by it the people of old received their commendation. 3 By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible.

This text teaches us that. . .

What I hear of God’s Word, if I believe it,. . . 
     Faith begins when we accept God’s truth statements.  Notice the three key words in this description of faith: “assurance,” “conviction,” and “understand.”  All these alert us to the fact that faith is a reasonable response to something our minds can grasp.


Enables me to “see” things God tells me are realities. . .
    Faith connects our present world with what we can not see.  Faith is our connection with God and the world of the unseen.  It enables us to “see” what is unseen, and count it as if it were seen, changing our lives.  Promise + Faith = Blessing.  Hebrews 4:2.



And brings me to honor (worship) Him as the trustworthy Creator of all things. 
     Faith acknowledges and honors God.  The “approval” gained by the “men of old” from God is by His grace, not in any merit in the men themselves.  God approves of those who believe Him.  We can give nothing to God except our faith, the most basic element of which is His existence as shown by Creation.

What is faith?  Faith is the knowledge that what God says is true.


How does faith work?  Faith works by opening our minds to spiritual reality.

Warning: beware of faith’s imposters.  Faith is NOT. . .
   Fearlessness

“Peace”


A dream

   Self-Confidence 
“A certain feeling”
               A vision

   Irrationality

An impression

Physical safety in choices

   Intuition

“Instascripture”

Majority opinion

What mountains are you climbing today?

Or, How can I put my faith to work?
When I am diagnosed with a serious illness. . .

First, I will assess my expectations according to Scripture, and recall or discover what God’s Word says about our bodies:
Physical weakness is a characteristic of life since the Fall.  Genesis 3:19.

Good health is not guaranteed, and some are stronger than others.  Psalm 90:10.

Even the Apostles and their associates, in the presence of the gift of healing, became sick without being miraculously healed.  Phil. 2:25-27; 1 Tim. 5:23; 2 Tim. 4:20.

Every weakness and sickness is known and accounted for by God.  Matt. 10:29-31.

Everything which happens to a believer is for his good and God’s glory.  Rom. 8:28.

Jesus “learned obedience through the things which He suffered.”  Hebrews 5:8.

Jesus, our Great High Priest, understands every pain we have, having become “our brother” through the Incarnation.  Hebrews 2:17, 18.

God’s spiritual grace is perfected in my physical weakness.  2 Corinthians 12:9.
Regardless of what happens to my body, it will be resurrected, and I will be forever with Christ.  1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17.


Second, I will believe, right now, what God has said about what I can not see:
God can not lie, and therefore He is worthy of my trust.  Hebrews 6:18.

God has given us Christ, and therefore will give me anything I need.  Romans 8:32.


Third, I will act upon what God helps me “see” about my situation:
I will not worry over that which is not within my control.  Matthew 6:27.

I will choose wisely, knowing that God’s will will be done.  Isaiah 46:10, 11.


I will not accuse God of being unrighteous, but will entrust myself to my Father who does all things well.  Job 40:8; Matthew 6:9.
When I am betrayed (lied to or about, abandoned) by someone close to me. . .
First, I will recall or discover God’s words about betrayal:
It is a common pattern of life in the world. Genesis 4:8; Psalm 41:9; Mark 14:21.

Second, I will believe, right now, what God has said about what I can not see:
God will bring every sin into judgment. Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14; 2 Corinthians 5:10.

My own sin against God is much greater than any sin against me.  Matthew 19:21-35.

Third, I will act upon what God helps me “see” about my situation:

I will choose not to fret over evil done to me, but to forgive, and commit the offender and the outcome to the God of love, justice, and truth.  Psalm 37; Matt. 6:12.
Faith is the present, active decision to acknowledge that God’s Word about the unseen is true, and therefore to rest in Him as worthy of our obedience and worship. 

