 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Bible Jesus Read

Navigating and enjoying The Older Testament

The Early Prophets (Joshua through Kings)

Dark Clouds of an Approaching Storm  (Joshua 23-24)

A New Generation and an Old Problem     Joshua 23-24


Initial conquest over.  Check.  Land divided.  Check.  Cities of Refuge named.  Check.  Tribes commanded to secure their boundaries and drive out    remaining Canaanites.  Check.  Covenant Renewal.  Check?  Not so fast.  Moses had predicted that Israel would be expelled from the land for unfaith-fulness to ADONAI.  Deuteronomy 31:16-29.  Still there was blessing if they

obeyed (Deuteronomy 32:45-47).  Joshua and his generation is passing off the scene, and this new generation must hear the covenant and its warnings.  But has having the Law of Sinai changed anything after all these years?
Key Idea: 
Because God is absolutely holy, the demands of His Law are beyond our ability, therefore grace 




must be the passion of His people. 

Remember what ADONAI has done for you. . .  Joshua 23 

Joshua recounts the Lord’s works among them:  He has fought for them (vv. 1-10), will push out the remaining Canaanites and promise them possession of the land (v. 5).  Further, ADONAI has kept every one of His promises (v. 15a).  Grace!

And respond by loving Him back (v.11), and worshiping Him alone, lest His blessings become curses.  

Nothing new here.  God always calls His people to a loving relationship with Himself.  Deut. 6:5, 6; 10:12; 11:13; 30:6; Joshua 22:5; Matthew 22:37; Rev. 21:1-3. He asks us to love Him for what He is in Himself, the holy Creator God, and turn away from all other worships/loves.  Since He is the highest good, God is only calling people to the truth, and what is good for them.  If they refuse, all that is left is judg-ment.  Joshua 23:12, 13, 15, 16.  These are precisely the terms Moses outlined in the Law.  Deut. 28 and 32.  Blessings in loving Him; curses in hating Him.  There is no neutrality, since to ignore Him is to love something else, independent of Him. 

   
Remember what ADONAI has done, and commit to Him...  Joshua 24   


Joshua again recounts God’s blessing, this time beginning with Abraham’s idol worshiping family.  It was to this pagan Abraham that ADONAI revealed Himself and made promises, including a seed, a land, and blessings.  ADONAI rescued the nation from Egypt with great power, destroying enemy after enemy, displacing the Canaanites even before Israel entered Canaan.  Now, choose to serve Him or false gods. 
But see that despite good intentions and promises, serving and loving Him is impossible in your own strength, apart from grace.  

These Israelites make the mistake their fathers did at Sinai (Exodus 19), saying that they can comply with a holy God’s commands. Joshua predicts their failure (sadly chronicled in Judges--2 Kings) and adds more laws (vv. 25, 26)!  The covenant is renewed, but the problem remained.  While the Law commands, it brings neither will nor power to obey, for it can never change the heart.  The answer is a New Covenant (predicted in Deuteronomy 29-30) which came through the Second Joshua, Jesus.
Why does it matter?
We can never please God by self-sacrifice or law-keeping.  Micah 6:6-8; Psalm 51:9, 10, 16, 17; Galatians 3:10-14, 19-21.

We can please God when we humble ourselves, confess our sins, and admit our need.  James 4:6-10; Philippians 3:3-11; 1 John 1:8-10.

We do fulfill the Law’s requirements when we receive Jesus as God’s New Covenant righteousness.  Romans 3:21-26; 8:1-4; Hebrews 8:7-13.








