 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Bible Jesus Read

Navigating and enjoying The Older Testament

Reading the Map: Finding Our Way By Following the Signs

Nine: Promise, Praise, and Poems for A Last Days King

Or, What theme of covenant grace winds through the Torah?

       We began by asking what Jesus’ disciples should have known of His coming, since He pointed to things about Him written in the Torah, Prophets, and Writings (Luke 24), saying that Abraham saw His day (John 8).  Some, like Mary and Zechariah in Luke 1, saw glimpses, but where did they find these prophetic nuggets?  Can we uncover the main vein of messianic gold?
Key Idea: 
In spite of mankind’s many failures to reflect God’s image in the world, He gives them hope by 



promising to bless them when they believe Him to fulfill His word through the last day’s prophet/king. 

The Promise to Eve     Genesis 3:15; 4:25, 26

     
Grace: In spite of their rebellion, and failure to carry out their mandate to fill the earth with God’s presence, God gives 
Adam and Eve reason to hope in the face of death and judgment.

The Promise to Noah     Genesis 6:5-12, 17, 18; 9:1-17

     
Grace: In spite of mankind’s wickedness and hearts turned from God, He shows grace to one who walked with 
(believed and obeyed) Him, and restating the creation covenant for his seed.

The Promise to Abraham     Genesis 12:1-7; 13:14-18; 15:1-20; 22:18 



Grace: In spite of mankind’s rebellion and failure to worship their Creator (idolatry), God chooses a man through


whom He promises to bless all nations. 

The Promise to Isaac     Genesis 26:1-11 

      
Grace: In spite of lapses of faith, God repeats and reaffirms to Abraham’s heir His covenant promise of blessing, a

land, and a posterity for the good of all nations.

The Promise to Jacob    Genesis 27:26-29; 28:10-17 

     
Grace: In spite of his trying to achieve God’s blessing through deception, Jacob is blessed by God with Abraham’s 

covenant promises.

The Blessing of the Twelve Tribes (esp. Judah) by Jacob    Genesis 48, 49

     
Grace: In spite of their waywardness and disobedience, Jacob’s sons receive his blessing in confirmation of 

Abraham’s covenant promises, with special notes of a coming royal figure from the descendants of Judah.  See 

Genesis 49:8-12.

The Blessing of Israel and her future King by Balaam.   Numbers 22-24 

    
Grace: In spite of their idolatry and wilderness murmurings, God speaks only good for them, including the future

appearing of one who rules all nations.  Num. 24:1-9.

The Blessing of God’s true people of faith by Moses.   Deut. 31:24-34:12

     
Grace: In spite of the failure of Israel, God saves and blesses a remnant of Jew and Gentile alike who believe His

promises and follow the coming Prophet.  Deut. 34:9-12.
* * * * * * * * * *

God’s promise of a “Seed” is carried forward to the end of the Torah.

God’s promise of blessing is sovereign, disconnected from any merit.

God’s blessing is only upon those who believe Him and embrace His King.

Romans 2:25-29; 9:6-8, 30-33; Philippians 3:1-3; Acts 13:26-35; 26:6-8 
Applying the Bible Jesus read. . .
     
The God who created us is a God who shows mercy and grace.  Have you believed His promise, and received 


forgiveness through the work of His Son, Messiah Jesus?  Are you following Him in walking by faith?








