 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Bible Jesus Read
Navigating and enjoying The Older Testament

Beginnings: Preparing for the Journey

Two: Testimonies of the Well-Traveled.   

         Or, Can we really understand the Bible Jesus read?

       We last saw that Jesus expects His people to understand the Tanakh, but what does that mean?   Just that a basic knowledge of God’s plan is available, and aspects of that plan can be grasped by any willing reader/listener.

       While even Jesus’ Apostles failed to put two and two together concerning Messiah’s death and resurrection, we should not despair.  The Gospels show that many did understand aspects of God’s plan and were transformed by it. 

Key Idea: Because many did comprehend God’s purpose in salvation as revealed in the Tanakh, we, too, can be encouraged that our own careful reading and study will be rewarded with understanding. 
       Revelation is not meant to micro-manage us by law.  The Tanakh gives us principles which enable us to make good decisions and live joyfully in light of God’s promises that one day the Curse will be lifted, and His King will reign.


The coming of Jesus is the focal point around which are gathered many aspects of God’s story, namely, His plan to glorify Himself by reclaiming His fallen world and people.  Luke portrays five characters as reflecting an understanding that God was at work in Jesus in ways they would have known only by making ahead of us the journey through the Bible Jesus read: 




Mary, peasant girl, mother of Jesus: Luke 1:26-56



Jesus comes as the powerful, promised Son of a Holy Father to redress all injustice, and extend grace to the humble.

Zechariah, priest, father of John the Baptist:  Luke 1:67-79



Jesus comes in covenant righteousness, bringing forgiveness.


Simeon, common man, prophet:  Luke 2:25-35



Jesus comes as Consolation of Israel, but with conflicts of soul.


Anna, life-long widow, prayer warrior and prophetess: Luke 2:36-38


Jesus comes to liberate Jerusalem from bondage.


Joseph of Arimathea, wealthy man, Jewish leader: Luke 23:50-54



Jesus comes to bring the long awaited Kingdom of God.
     All these ideas are clustered around God’s righteous purpose to save both Jew and Gentile, in keeping with His covenant promises to Abraham, David, and others, as summarized often in the Tanakh.
Applying the Bible Jesus read. . .
Will we allow our journey through the Tanakh to change us?
       Do I believe in God’s plan in such a way that it transforms me?

       Do I embrace God’s plan so that its prospects bring me joy?

       Do I delight in God’s plan to sum up all things in Yeshua?
