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Navigating and enjoying The Older Testament

The Story: Making the Journey
The Torah, 4: From Covenant Code to Priestly Code

Or, When worship becomes complicated.  Exodus 25–Leviticus 16
       The Law of Moses was not revealed as one long list.  The Ten Command-ments (Exodus 20:1-17) are given after Israel’s fear and refusal to meet God on the mountain (Exodus 19:16-25).  The Covenant Code (Exodus 20:22– 24:2) comes after Moses reprimands Israel for their fear (Exodus 20:18-21).  

     Two more layers appear, the Priestly Code (tabernacle, priest’s regulations, Exodus 25–Leviticus 16) and the Holiness Code (Leviticus 17-27).  These laws are added AS Israel worships idols, first the golden calf (Exodus 32), then goat idols (Leviticus 17:1-7).  So law is added (because of sin, Gal. 3:19) to the simplicity of the Abrahamic Covenant into which Israel was invited (Ex. 19:1-15).

     Israel’s fear of a face to face encounter with God results in the insulation of a tabernacle and mediation of a priesthood for God to dwell among them (19:8).  The burden of the Law is increased, its yoke more uncomfortable.



Key Idea: God gives Israel another layer of laws to govern their worship and priesthood, and to erect a moveable 


dwelling place for Him, in order to protect them and guard against further idolatry.

God details His new dwelling place among the tribes of Israel.

Exodus 25-31.  To accommodate Israel’s fear and demonstrate the spiritual distance, Adonai commissions the Tabernacle. A freewill offering of money and materials (25:1-9) will fund the Ark of the Covenant (25:10-22), a table and lamp stand (25:23-40), sanctuaries (26:1-30), a bronze altar (27:1-8) and courts (27:9-21).
  
The priests’ garments (28:1-43) and details of their consecration (29:1-9) are given, as are the orders of sacrifices (29:10-46).  An altar of incense is described (30:1-21), as well as anointing oil and incense itself (30:22-38).  All is to be completed under the supervision of gifted craftsmen (31:1-11).  The covenant is sealed with a command to keep the Sabbath, and written on two stone tablets (31:12-18).

Instead of trusting God, Israel breaks their covenant with Him.

Exodus 32-33. While Moses is on the mountain receiving worship instructions, the future High Priest, Aaron, leads the people into idolatry of the golden calf.  God threatens to abandon them, but at Moses’ intercession, “remembers” His covenant with Abraham, and disciplines His rebellious people.  When God appears to send Israel on their way without Him (33:1-3), Moses, the mediator, again intercedes, and God reveals His glory as a sign of His ongoing grace and presence. 

God restates the covenant and again inscribes the tablets, after which the Tabernacle is completed and new sacrifices instated.

Exodus 34–Leviticus 16.  The covenant is renewed (34:1-10), the tablets re-inscribed, and Moses’ face glows from intimacy with God as an ongoing affront to Israel’s fear and unbelief.  The Priestly Code continues with the Tabernacle’s construction and dedication (Exodus 35-40), and then the details of sacrifices (Lev. 1-8).  


The priests make their firsts offerings and God receives them (Leviticus 9), but then the fire falls upon those who do not follow the prescribed order of sacrifice (Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu, Leviticus 10).  Leviticus 11-16 deals with clean and unclean animals, and other judgments over which the priests would exercise temporal judgment.  God is Holy, and those who approach Him must be holy, ceremonially clean. 

* * * * * * * * * *

Why does it matter?
Israel’s idolatry is a warning to us about our nature.

God’s forgiveness of Israel is good news to us about His nature. 

Moses’ experience of intimacy with God is an invitation to us about worship.
The minutia of The Law is a reality check to us about earning Heaven.







