 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Bible Jesus Read

Navigating and enjoying The Older Testament

Beginnings: Preparing for the Journey

One: What is the purpose of this trip through Tanakh?   

         Or, Why should we be interested in the Bible Jesus read?


Some of us enjoy the psalms and proverbs, but isn’t the New Testament all we really need?   If it is Old, is it still relevant, since Jesus has come?

Key Idea: Jesus expects His people to know the Bible that He read (God’s revelation of the Torah, Prophets, and Writings) so they can comprehend Him and their own times in the light of God’s mission.

       Jesus taught that He was the Messiah Israel had been expecting, but His own disciples, as well as His enemies, misunderstood Him.  They did not even believe His own foretelling His death and resurrection.  Why?  Both the well-meaning disciples and the problem people were unable to match their precon-ceived ideas about Messiah with their own present realities. 

       There were many reasons for this, and most people were not even interested.  But Jesus taught that both enemies and friends alike should have understood far more than they did because God had revealed His plan in advance in what we call the “Old Testament,” but the Jews call the Tanakh.  Let’s see what, according to Jesus, they should have known. . .


The Pharisees: Matthew 21:42; 22:29; John 5:36-40


Jesus confronts mishandling and ignorance of Tanakh.


Nicodemus, the Rabbi:  John 3:10-15



Jesus implies that any teacher should have known that Tanakh did not teach that God’s blessings are based upon race. 


The Emmaeus disciples:  Luke 24:25-27



Jesus calls two disciples “slow-believing fools” because they had not seen that Tanakh spoke in advance of Him.


The Apostles:  Luke 24:44-49



Jesus confronts the Apostles’ doubts using each section of the Tanakh, which prophesied His death and mission.
The earliest hearers of the Gospel: Acts 8:34, 35; 10:39-43; 13:26-41; 15:13-18; 24:14-16; 26:19-27; 28:23-28


Jesus is proclaimed directly and indirectly from Tanakh.


The earliest Christians: 1 Corinthians 10:1-11



The Apostle Paul warns believers against repeating Israel’s mistakes as recorded in Tanakh.
Applying the Bible Jesus read. . .
“Why what they should have known is what we should know. . .”


Our understanding of Jesus and the entire New Testament is enriched and completed only when we know the Tanakh.



Our obedience to and participation in God’s mission is fully comprehended only if we know the Tanakh.


If these were accountable, how much more are we?









