 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1John 4:1-42    Messiah’s Mission: Seek Sinners.

Jesus is the giver of the Spirit.  vv. 1-15

The subject: satisfaction.  What do you really want?


The implication: Jesus satisfies completely.

We know that “the gift of God” (v. 10) is the Spirit because of Jesus’ clarification in 7:37-39.  Jesus is said to “baptize with the Spirit” in 1:32, 33; true life, or new birth, comes only through the Spirit (3:5-8); it is the Spirit who gives life (6:63), and is “in” believers forever (14:16, 17).  This passage helps explain John 3:34.

Jesus is the Messiah.  vv. 16-26

The subject: worship. How does Jesus know all that?



The implication: Jesus knows us and God completely. 

To worship “in spirit and truth” means to approach God as He really is (not as we might conceive Him to be), in light of who we really are (sinners, not righteous people).  For John, Truth is not only something we know, but also what we do     (1 John 1:6).  This is John’s way of saying that true repentance (change of mind) is followed by a change in behavior.  Jesus does not command the woman to repent.  She will, if she sees herself for what she is and Him for all He is.

Jesus is the Savior of the world.  vv. 27-42

The subject: food.  What energizes you?



The implication: His work is our work.

Life Line: Life in Jesus comes as His Spirit draws us to Him as the promised Messiah, the Savior of a world of sinners.

Is Jesus enough?
1. What satisfies you?
     Jesus speaks to the woman in terms of spiritual thirst, but why didn’t Jesus help the woman with her communication skills, or relationship skills, or whatever might have contributed to the demise of five marriages?  

     Many believe that such things are “practical,” whereas speaking about “spiritual” things like “living water” is not.  If Jesus had asked her about her broken marriages, she very well could have pointed to some of her weaknesses (and most likely some of her husbands’!).  Imagine the anger, resentment, bitterness and shame that must have accumulated during and following those broken relationships.  But these would be merely symptoms.  The Bible says that our relational problems have to do with our choices to forgive and/or repent, which are matters of the will, not communication skills.  And beneath it all is our desire. 

     If we are discontented, it is from seeking satisfaction in something or someone other than God.  No human being, set of circumstances, or amount of money can satisfy our soul’s deep longing for contentment.  It is found only in the gift Christ gives.  Are you satisfied in Him?  Psalm 62:1, 5; Isaiah 55:1, 2; Jeremiah 2:13; Matthew 11:28-30. 

2. What motivates you?
    When Jesus says that his “food” is to do His Father’s will, he is striking a common Biblical chord.  The Word of God is compared to food in Matthew 4:4, Deuteronomy 8:3, and sweet tasting to the prophet Ezekiel (3:1-3; cf. Rev. 10:9, 10), and David (Psalm 119:103).

     What does this mean?  Just as food gives us the energy to move physically, what energizes the believer is doing God’s will. (Psalms 40:8 NAS) Jesus applies this to Himself in John 8:29.  Jesus is not driven by some external compulsion, but loved to do God’s will because it was His nature.  What motivates you?  If God’s mission is to glorify Himself by drawing sinners to Himself, does that give you joy?  Luke 15:1-7; 19:10.
