 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Profiles of Faith: What does it mean to “believe in Christ”?
Part Five: Believing in Christ means obeying Christ.
John 3, 8, 10, 15

(Key issue: A believer is one who comes under the Lordship of Christ.)
Believing means obeying Christ because His Word is true. 



John 3:16-21, 36.


The image: light and darkness. We understand God’s Word.)
Believing means obeying Christ because He is faithful.



John 8:12, 31; John 10:25-30


The image: shepherd and sheep. We are secure in God’s Word.)

Believing means obeying Christ because He is our life.  



John 15:1-11


The image: vine and branches. We are empowered by God’s Word.)
Therefore, Obeying Christ means that grasping God’s revelation of Jesus, we hear Him and do what He says, since our hearts go out to Him as the one who has made us eternally safe, and calls us to participate in His mission.  Obedience is the fruit of faith, the outworking of love and life which God places in each believer through His Word and Spirit. Obedience is a work of grace, not gratitude, repentance, not repayment, love, not law.  2 Timothy 1:7-9; Titus 2:11-14; 1 John 1:5-10; 2:3-6.

What are the practical implications of obeying Christ?
1. Obedience to Christ is not. . .

A heavy burden.  1 John 5:3; Matthew 11:28-30.


A way to win God’s favor.  1 John 4:10; John 3:16-18.


A surge of our willpower.  Romans 7:18, 19, 22, 23.


An expression of the “works of the law.” Romans 3:19, 20; 7:6.

2. Obedience to Christ produces works of faith.

    Works of faith are those actions and thoughts which come out of faith and are produced by faith.  They are “organically” connected to faith just as grapes are connected to the grapevine, and come just as certainly.  It is not that faith lets us off the hook so we may now be disobedient; rather, we are “under the law of Christ,” which is the law of love, and the fulfillment of the whole will of God.  Galatians 6:2; Romans 8:1-4; 13:8-10; 1 Corinthians 9:19-21; James 2:14-26.

3. Obedience to Christ is a gift of the New Covenant.

     The New Covenant “writes God’s Law on our hearts.” Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 8:10; Romans 8:4.  This is how obedience (fol-lowing, abiding in Jesus) is possible. The heart is enlightened, drawn, and empowered by the Spirit to love God’s will and want to obey it. It is not the grudging obedience of a fearful slave, but the joyful obedience of a loving son who wants the same things as his father.  Faith works through love, not fear.  Galatians 5:6, 22, 23; 1 John 4:16-21. 

4. Obedience to Christ is what “following Jesus” is all about.
    Don’t be misled by faulty definitions of  “freedom.” John 8:31, 32. To follow Christ means to respond to His word (His voice, John 10:27), keep His commandments (John 14:15, 21) and abide in His love (John 15:10).  The last thing Jesus told us (Matthew 28:18-20) was that he wanted His disciples (a) baptized and (b) obedient to all that He had said.  If you are a follower of Jesus, have you been baptized?  Are you seeking to be obey Him?  Is He your authority?
