 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
   John 1:14-18   The Word Became Flesh

These four words summarize the Incarnation and the Spirit of Advent as succinctly and clearly as possible.  But what does it all mean?  And how does this grand act of God demand our response?

“The Word became flesh. . .”
John does not say that Jesus took on the appearance of flesh, or merely assumed a body as a garment.  He says that God became flesh, that is, true humanity.  


The implications are staggering on many levels:



The Creator can and does enter His Creation.



The Creation is not inherently evil, but redeemable.



The Son neither ceases to be God nor becomes a creature.




Luke 1:31-35; Galatians 4:4, 5

“. . . and dwelt among us.”

John uses a word which means literally, “pitched His tent” among us.  Readers would instantly be reminded of God’s presence with Israel in the Tabernacle, and then the Temple.  God’s promise to. . .            



Provide the “Seed” of the Woman is met in Jesus. 



Provide a Prophet like Moses is met in Jesus.



Reside with His people forever is met in Jesus.




Genesis 3:15; Deut. 18:15-19; Leviticus 26:3-13

“We beheld His glory. . . full of grace and truth.”

Unlike the glory of God, which no one could see, here is that same glory in a fully compatible, communicable, “mankind-friendly” form:



There were eyewitnesses to this glory in space and time. 



This glory is unique, divine, not created. 



This glory is the fullness of God’s covenant love. 




Isaiah 40:1-5; Acts 3:17-26


“From His fullness we have received. . . grace. . .”
God’s grace flows from His fullness.  He lacks nothing, but He delights to lavish Himself upon others.  “It is no. . . deficiency of a fountain that (it) is inclined to overflow.”  (Jonathan Edwards)                                                                            



Grace is not here contrasted to Law, but is its fulfillment.



Grace overflowing is a crucial idea in God’s relationships.



Grace is universally and ultimately offered in Christ Jesus.




Romans 5:2, 17, 20; Ephesians 1:3-14; 2:8-10

“God, who is at the Father’s side. . . has made Him known.”
While no one had seen God’s fullness, beholding the Son changes all that.  Seeing Jesus IS seeing God and His glory.  Again, the implications are huge:




God has nothing to say that is not fulfilled in and expressed by His Son.



To know Jesus is to know God.



To seek God outside of His Son is fruitless idolatry.




Exodus 33:17-23; Col. 1:15-20; Matt. 17:1-8

Life Line: 
All that needs to be or can be known of God is expressed fully and graciously in His unique Son, Messiah Jesus.   
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