 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1John 21:1-25   The Restoration,   Or, “The Blessing of Service”

Revelation of Jesus: The grace of provision.  vv. 1-14


Jesus is present and powerful in directing our daily activity. He is the source of blessing (grace) in all that we 
do. “Come and have breakfast.”

Recommission by Jesus: The grace of forgiveness.  vv. 15-23

Jesus is thorough and truthful in probing our hearts. He is our focus, however and wherever we serve. 


“What is that to you?  Follow Me.”

Reality in Jesus: The grace of assurance (certainty).  vv. 24, 25

Jesus and His mission leave superabounding, unmistakable signs. He is the unmovable object of our faith.

“The world itself could not contain the books. . .”

The movements in the chapter are clear enough:


General (disciples) 

 
Specific (Peter)


Fishing




 
Shepherding

 
Independence 



Dependence


Compulsiveness (Driven) 

 
Obedience (Called)


Setting the agenda 

 
Following Christ’s agenda


Action 




 
Suffering

To grasp all this we must see how important Peter is in John’s story:

Peter is named “The Rock” by Jesus.
1:42


Peter confesses his faith in Jesus. 

6:68



Peter confronts, then submits to Jesus.
13:6-10


Peter seeks to identify Jesus’ betrayer.
13:24


Peter offers to die for Jesus.

13:36, 37


Peter follows, then denies, Jesus.

18:15-27


Peter is first to enter the tomb of Jesus.
20:1-6


Peter was foremost in denial; now he is foremost in restoration. 

Life Line: 
Life in Jesus means the assurance of forgiveness and restoration to sacrificial service, even 


after personal failure.

 
Lessons from Rocky
1. We learn a fuller definition of service. . .

Serving Christ means working in His grace.


Serving Christ means loving Christ.


Serving Christ means serving His people.


Serving Christ means suffering.


Serving Christ means an individual call on each life.


Serving Christ means submitting to and obeying Christ.

2. We learn that a past failure does not mean disqualification.


God does forgive us, but, as with all of the Christian life, this is a matter of faith.  He promises forgiveness to 
all who confess (1 John 1:9), for Jesus came not to condemn, but to save sinners (John 3:16-18).  Are you 
walking in the joy of forgiveness or the guilt of the past?  Peter fully recovered!  Acts 2-4; 1 Peter 5.  So can 
you!

3. We learn that even our death in His will can glorify God. 
     Our death, no less than our life, is to bring glory to God.  We can not choose what will kill us, but we can choose how we die.  Psalm 23:4, 6; 116:15; 139:16.  Note how Peter responded to Christ’s prophecy of his own painful death.  2 Peter 1:12-15.
