 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
   John 1:6-13     Witness to the Light


What is “the Light,”what does it do, and why does it need a witness?  John’s unique introduction to John the Baptist fits well with his introduction to Jesus.

God sends believable witnesses concerning His Son.  vv. 6-8


Light does not need a witness, for it is self-evident, self-proclaim-ing and self-authenticating.  But in this case, God has promised both the Messiah and a messenger to go before Him.  Do you believe?

He is keeping His promises to send a witness.


He is keeping His purposes to save believers.


He is expecting to be believed.



Malachi 4:5, 6; Matthew 17:9-13



God sends His Son for everyone.  v. 9


How is it that Jesus “enlightens everyone”?  First, because all have tasted of His grace because He created and sustains them.  Second, because His death is fully sufficient for all of them. Third, because God’s words about Him, before and after His coming, have totally changed world history. Finally, because He is the light of all nations, not merely Israel.    It does not mean that Jesus is the universal “inner light.”  Enlightened?


His Son has come in human history.


His Son is the clarification of human history.


His Son is light for all nations.



Psalm 19; Isaiah 9:2; Ephesians 5:13, 14
God’s Son is rejected by many.   vv. 10, 11


Why would anyone reject God’s Son?  The answer is the same if we ask the question, Why would anyone hide in the darkness.  John eventually answers these questions in John 3:19-21.  We prefer darkness when we don’t want what we are doing to be exposed.  Are you still in hiding?


The world is estranged from God’s light and life.


The world is estranged from its Creator.


Jesus’ very own people did not welcome Him.



Acts 3:13-26; Romans 15:8-12

God’s Son is received by some.  vv. 12, 13


The rejection of God’s Son shows just how lost our world is.  But that is not the end of the story. The Gospel grants peace to every person who believes, every person who receives Christ, every person who embraces the light rather than runs from it.  


Just as the beginning of all sin was the rejection of God’s Word (Genesis 3), so also the beginning of spiritual life is the joyful receiving of that same Word.  God does not want to condemn you for your sin.  He wants to forgive it and give you new life and peace.  Have you believed the witnesses and embraced the Light? 


Receiving Him means believing the testimony about Him.


Receiving Him means giving honor to God.


Receiving Him means there is real evidence of His life.



Hosea 1:10, 11; 1 John 3:1-3

Life Line:  Life in Jesus comes as we believe God’s promises about the coming Messiah and receive Him as God’s gift.
